
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR PASCO COUNTY 

 
«pname»      UCN «casenumber» 
  Petitioner,    Section: «division» 
vs 
 
«respondent» 
  Respondent. 
 
 
TEMPORARY STANDING ORDER FOR FAMILY LAW CASES WITH NO MINOR CHILDREN 
 
 It is the best interests of the parties in a family law case to learn about the problems, 
duties and responsibilities that may arise during their dissolution proceeding.  It is also important 
for the parties to preserve their assets and comply with Court rules and Orders.  Therefore, the 
parties are advised: 
 
1. Disposition of Assets; Accounting: 
 
 Neither party should conceal, damage, or dispose of any asset, whether marital nor non-
marital, and neither party should dissipate the value of an asset. The parties may spend their 
incomes in the ordinary course of their personal and family affairs.  Neither party should conceal 
or waste jointly owned funds.  Both parties are accountable for all money or property in their 
possession during the marriage and after separation.  Attorney’s fees and costs may be 
assessed. 
 
2. Personal and Business Records / Insurance: 
  

Neither party may conceal from the other or destroy any family records, business 
records, or any records of income, debt, or other obligations.  Any insurance policies in effect at 
the time the petition was filed should not be terminated, allowed to lapse, concealed, modified, 
borrowed against, pledged or otherwise encumbered.  The beneficiaries on all insurance 
policies should not be changed.  The parties should continue to pay all premiums on a timely 
basis.  
 
3. Additional Debt: 
  

Neither party should incur additional debt, which would bind the other party nor should 
either party tie up any assets.  Joint credit cards should be used only for necessities of life, and 
any party using a joint credit card after separation must be prepared to justify all charges as 
reasonable and necessary for life’s necessities. 
 
4. Alternative Cooperation Track: 
  

8.1 4.1 Mediation is encouraged early in the proceedings.  This is an opportunity 
to reach a reasonable negotiated agreement on some or all issues and may 
result in substantial savings to the parties. With the exception of cases with a 
history of domestic violence, mediation is mandatory before a final hearing 
can be scheduled. However, the court may choose to both order mediation and 
schedule the final hearing so the parties know when the final hearing will be if 
mediation fails. 
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4.2 Litigation must be conducted courteously and cooperatively.  The Court can 

sanction unprofessional and uncooperative behavior in any case and may award attorney’s fees 
as required by law if either party or their counsel is found to have been unduly uncooperative, 
resulting in prolonged or needless litigation. 
 
5. Both parties must file and exchange financial affidavits and mandatory disclosure 
pursuant to Family Law Rule 12.285. 
 
DONE AND ORDERED in Chamber in Pasco County, on this the «day» day of «month», 2009. 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       «judge» 
       Circuit Court Judge 
 
 
cc: 
«pname» 
«patty» 
«pstreet» 
«ptown» 
 
«respondent» 
«ratty» 
«rstreet» 
«rtown» 
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FAMILY LAW COURTROOM POLICIES 

 
 The following are the policies of family court.  Read them carefully.  All lawyers and 
parties are expected to know and obey these policies. 
 
1. COURTROOM CONDUCT AND BEHAVIOR: 
 

All courtroom proceedings shall be conducted with dignity, decorum, courtesy, 
and civility. 

 
1.1 Dress appropriately – Court business is important.  Shorts, tank or halter tops,  

undershirts, and caps or hats are forbidden. 
 

1.2 Speaking and talking – A court proceeding is not a free for all where anyone 
can say whatever they want whenever they feel like it.  A party who is called as a 
witness must answer only the questions asked and may not volunteer information 
or make argument while testifying.    

 
Do not interrupt the Judge or Magistrate when he or she is speaking.  
Interruptions, sarcasm, and insults will not be tolerated.  DO NOT start an 
argument with or threaten anyone. 

 
2. APPEARING IN COURT WITHOUT A LAWYER: 
 
 A “Pro Se” Litigant, a party without a lawyer, is not entitled to special treatment or 
privileges, and must follow the same Rules or Procedure and ethical regulations that govern 
practicing lawyers. 
 

3.1 The Court must treat a pro se party the same way it treats a lawyer.  Pro se 
litigants, although not expected to be as skilled and knowledgeable as lawyers, 
are nevertheless subject to all laws, rules and regulations that apply to a lawyer. 

 
Judges, Magistrates, and their assistants are forbidden by law from giving any 
advice or help to unrepresented parties.  Judges, Magistrates, and their 
assistants must remain entirely neutral and impartial.  Judges, Magistrates, and 
their assistants also may not give unrepresented parties special treatment. 

 
3.2 Contact with the Judge’s or Magistrate’s office.  A pro se party is authorized 

to contact the Judge’s office by telephone to set hearings on the court’s 
schedule.  If your case is referred to a Magistrate, you will receive a notice of 
hearing by mail.  Personal visits to the office are discouraged because it disrupts 
the working routine in the office.  Judicial Assistants assist Judges and 
Magistrates; it is not their job to advise or assist the parties with their case. 
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 3.3 Florida Supreme Court approved Family Law Forms:  Forms are available at  
  the Clerk of Court for a fee, or can be downloaded free of charge from the  
  following web  site www.flcourts.org.  Clerk of Court (civil) locations for Pasco  
  County are: 
  
  West Pasco Judicial Center   Dade City Courthouse 
  7530 Little Road    38053 Live Oak 
  New Port Richey, Fl 34654   Dade City, Fl 33525 
 
  To download Florida Supreme Court approved Family Law Forms: 
  1.   go to www.flcourts.org  
  2.  click "Self-Help Center"  
  3.  click "Family Law Forms   
 
  Family law form packages for several different common family law procedures  
  can be viewed at the "Courts Information and Resource Center" located in the 
   West Pasco Judicial Center and the Dade City Courthouse and can be  
  purchased for a small fee through the Clerk of Court. 
 
  
 
 
May 25, 2007 
 
 


