
Hugh E. Starnes is a Senior Judge who served as Circuit Court Judge in the Twentieth 
Judicial Circuit from 1978 until 2008. During most of his 30 years on the bench, he served 
as a Family Judge and for four years served as Chief Judge. Judge Starnes has been 
President of the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts (AFCC) as well as the 
Florida Chapter of AFCC and has served on of the Florida Supreme Court Committee on 
Families and Children in the Courts from 1994 to 2005. He was awarded outstanding 
jurist for the State of Florida by the Florida Chapter of the American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers (1992), and by the Young Lawyers Section of the Florida Bar in 
2008.   He was co-recipient of the 1996 Governor’s Peace at Home Award: Stopping 
Domestic Violence. 
 


